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http://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/796

This study aims to highlight the geopolitical and geoeconomic
dimensions of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) in
2026 as a structural variable directly influencing the dynamics of Gulf-
Iranian relations. The importance of this research lies in monitoring and
analyzing the impact of excluding Iran from new global connectivity routes,
while explaining the foreign policy strategies adopted by the Gulf
Cooperation Council states to protect their vital interests and regional
stability. To achieve these objectives, the study relies on an integrated
methodological design, utilizing the descriptive-analytical approach to
deconstruct actors' positions and the comparative approach to demonstrate
variations in regional foreign policies, based on systems analysis approach.
The study reaches several key findings, most notably that the corridor
contributes to reshaping the regional alliance map and the balance of power.
This has prompted Tehran to link maritime security in strategic straits to its
economic exclusion, whereas Gulf powers have adopted flexible pragmatic
approaches based on hedging to preserve their national achievements and
avoid involvement in closed regional conflicts.

Keywords: Balance of Power; Economic Corridor; Foreign Policy; Gulf-
Iranian Relations; Regional Stability; Strategic Exclusion.
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